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Gerrish-Higgins School District

Donald E Mick, Superintendent
702 Lake Street, PO Box 825

Roscommon, Michigan 48653 \ - -
(989) 275.6600 | RECEIVED & INSPECTED
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July 3, 2003 FCC - MAILROOM

Federal Communications Commission
Office of the Secretary

445 — 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

CC Docket No. 02-6

Applicant Name: Gerrish Higgins School District

Form 471 Application Number: 338493

Billed Entity Number: 131123

FRN: 930836, 930837, 930841, 930843, 942557, 942557
Funding Year: 2003

This 1s a Request for Waiver on our Funding Year 2003 Form 471 Certification
Postmarked Outside of Window letter dated Apnil 28, 2003. It stated that our Form 471
Certification was postmarked on 04/16/2003, which was true of our second mailing of the
certification that we were told to send 1n as our first certification that was mailed withim
the window could not be found at the SLD

Our first mailing of our certification was on 01/20/2003 (see enclosed “COPY A” as
originally signed). The three page certification was sent 1n with our Item 21 Attachments
(see enclosed “COPY B” of original cover sheet). A return receipt was received from the
SLD dated 01/24/2003 (see enclosed “COPY C” return receipt).

As you can see from the enclosed “Admin. Decision on Appeal” letter dated June 9, 2003
(see enclosed “COPY D” 2 pages), the documents were received by the SLD as stated
with the claim from the SLD, that the 3 page Form 471 certificaton, while 1t was listed on
the contents page, was not included. We, however, claim that it was included (see
enclosed “COPY E”) and can’t understand why they don’t have it. If we had not sent it,
we should have the original signature pages but we do not, only a copy with our records.
We contend that 1t 1s possible, with all the paperwork coming mto the SLD offices, these
could have been mislaid onto another school’s pile or simply just lost.
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To give “persuasive evidence” demonstrating that the Form 471 Certification was
imcluded n the Jan. 20, 2003 mailing, we offer the following additional information. Our
contact person assists over 40 other schools with their USF paperwork and had over 50
other Form 471 Certifications mailed by each school in the same method; a cover sheet
listing the 1tems sent, which included the 3 page Form 471 Certification along with the
Item 21 Attachments and Block 4 Attachment. All of the items were recerved and within
the window Examples of those schools can be documented within the SLD database and
the SLD can venfy this information using the following Entity numbers. 131671,
131677, 131113, 131682, and 131155

We are asking that you review this information and grant us this waiver to certify our 471
Application Certification was “Received within Window”

If you have any questions regarding this request, please refer them to our contact person,
Starr Garter, 11297 Fairway Dr., Roscommeon, M1 48653, 989-275-7798, fax 989-275-
6469, starr@@techplex.com. Thank you for your consideration

Sincergly,

y :
Donald E Mick
Superintendent

Enclosures: Copy A, B, C, D, and E
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0. ! certify that the entity(ies) | represent has comphed with all program rules and | acknowledge that
alure Lo do so may result in denial of discount funding and/or cancellation of funding commitments.

31. | understand that the discount level used for shared services is conditional, for future years, upon
nsunng that the most disadvantaged schoals and libraries thal are treated as shanng in the service
receive an appropnate share of benefits fram those services

2. | recognize that | may be audited pursuant to ths appfication. | wiil retain for frve years any and all
orksheets and other records that | rely upon to fill out this application, and, if audited, wili make
vatlable to the Administrator such records.

3. | certify that | am authorized to submit this request on behalf of the above-named institution, that |
ave examined this request, and to the best of my knowledge, information, and belel, all statements of
act contained herein are true. n
=N / J <l

4/Signature of authorized person A & 77 AL ¢ [35. Date
6. Printed name of authorizad persoh Donald E. Mick

7. Title or position of authorized person Superintendent
38. Telephone numbaer of authorized person {989) 275- 6600

471 Application Number: 338493
GERRISH HIGGINS SCHOOL DIST
B14 LAKE ST
ROSCOMMON, MI 48653 -0825

ersons wiilfully making false statements an this form can be punished by fine or forfeiture,
under the Communications Act, 47 U.S C.Secs. 502, 503(b}, or fine or imprisonment under Titde
18 of the Umited States Code, 18 4.5.C Sec. 1001,

he Amencans with Disabilties Act, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act and the
shabilitation Act may impose obligations on entities to make the services purchased with thase
1Iscounts accessible to and usable by people with disabilities.

TICE Seclion 54.504 of the Federal Communicationa Camnussion's rules requires all 3chools and |branes ordenng services lhal are
ngible for and seeking univarsal service discaunts to file this Description of Services Requesied and Certification Ferm (FCC Form 470)
th the Universal Service Adminsirator 47 CF R § 54 504 The collection of information stems from the Commassion'’s authorily under
on 254 of Ihe Communications Act of 1034, as amended. 47 U S C. § 254 The data in the reporl will be used to ensure tha! schoals
ng bbraries comply with Ihe compeuiive bidding requiremant contained in 47 C F.R. § 54 504 All schools and ibranes planmng to order
vices eligible for universal servica discounts must file thus form lhemselves or as parl of a consorium

agency may not conduct of spansor, and 2 persan 1s not requred 1o respond o, 2 coliechon of information unless it displays & currently
ahd OMB conirol nwmbar.

he FCC is authonzed undar Ine Commuuicabons Act of 1934, as amended, o collect the nfommatan we reques! m this form We wiil use
he informabon you prowide to determing whether approving this applcation 1s in Ihe public ivereal. IT we beheve theré may be & wiclalion
a polential wiotation of 3 FCC slatute, regulation, rule or onder vour application may bé relemad (o the Federal, state or local agency
sponsale tor invesugating, prosecuting, enforcing. or Implemsnting the statube. rule, regulation or onder in cerlain casses, the infarmation
yaur application may be disclosed 1o the Departmeni of Justice or & cour or adpudicative body when {a) the FCC, ar (b} any amployes of
e FCC, ar (¢} the Unlited Slalas Government la a party of a procagding before Ihe body or has an tnterest m the procesding in addilon,
sistent with the Communications Act of 1834, FCC ragulabons and orders, [he Froedam of Information Act, U 5.C § 552, or other
ppiicabia law, informaton provided m or submuilted with this farm of i respanse 1o subsaquent wnquines may be disclosed 1o the public

f you owe 3 pas! due debt {o lhe fedaral government, the informabian you provide may also be disclosed to the Department of the Treasury
inancial Management Service, other Fedesa) aganaes and/or your employer to offsel your salary. IRS tax refund or oiher payments to
Bect that debi The FCC may also provide the information to these agances through the matching of computer records when authanized.

It you do not previde the miamnaton we request on the fomm, the FCC may delay processing of your applicabion or may raturn your
pphcation wathaut acuan

he joregaing Nokce 15 raquirad by the Paperwork Reduchion Act of 1995, Pub | No 104-13 44U SC § 3501, ot snq.

Pubkc reparng burden for this collecton of nformalion s estimalad lo average 45 hours per responsq, including the time for reviewng
nstructions, searching eulsing data sources gathering and maintaining the deta needad, completng, and fevigwing the collaction of

hup:/iwww.sl.umiversalservice.org/FY3 Form471/FY3 B lockéPnintMode .asp 1/13/2003
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ITEM 21 ATTACHMENTS 471 Apphcation Number 338493
Entity Number 131123 Apphcation Form Idennfier 471-6131123-01
Contact Person  Starr Garter Phone Number 989-275-7708

Enclosed are
Signature page that was signed and sent in postmarked by 02/6/03
Attachments A, B, C,D.Eand F
Block 4 Attachment G
Attachment A Verizon 1s our local telephone service (12 hines and a T-1 circunt)
Attachment B LDMI provides some ol our long distance service
Attachment C TTI Nahonal provides some of our long distance scrvice
Altachment D Nextel provides our cellular service for educational purposes
Attachment E SBC/Ameritech provides a T-1 for St Helen’s Elementary
Attachment ¥ SBCAmentech provides our telephone service for our Alternative Ed.
Atlachment G SM-4012-S1. Free/Reduced Lunch Report
Thank you,

Starr Garter
starr(@lechplex com
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE

First-Class Mail
Postage & Fees Paid
USRS

Parrmit No G-10

PO BDX 825

* Sender Please pnint your name, address, and ZIP+4 in this box ®

GERRISH-HIGGINS SCHOOL DISTRICT

ROSCOMMON MI 48653

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION

Complete items 1, 2, and 3 Also complete

item 4 if Restricted Celivery s desired

B Print your name and address on the reverse
s0 that we can return the card 1o you

W Attach this card to the back of the mailpiece,

or on the front ¥ space permits

[ Agent
X
[ Adgresse:

1 Article Addressed ta

SLD-Form 471
ZMsSmith

3833 Greenway Dr
Lawrance KS 66046

D Is dewvery address different from item 72 L Yes
W YES, anter delivery address beiow 1 No

3. Semvice Type
Certified Marll (3 Express Mai!

O Registered 3 Return Receipt for Marchandis:
O Insured Mail Ocon
4 Restncied Delvery? {Extra Fea) 1 Yes

PS Form 3811, July 1993

Gomestic Aeturn HBGBID'!

102595-00-M-0952
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Universal Service Administrative Company
Schools & Libranes Division

Administrator’s Decision on Appeal - Funding Year 2003-2004

June 9, 2003

Donald E Mick, Superintendent
Gemsh-Higgins School Distnet
702 Lake Street Box 825
Roscomumon, MI 48653

Re Billed Entity Number 131123

471 Apphcation Number 338493
Funding Request Number(s): 930836, 930837, 930841, 930843, 942557,

842561

Your Correspondence Dated May 2, 2003

After thorough review and investigation of all relevant facts, the Schools and Libranes
Division (“SLD™) of the Universal Service Administrative Company (“USAC”) has made
1ts decision 1o regard to vour appeal of SLD’s Year 2003 Form 471 Certification
Postmarked Outside of Window Letter for the Application Number indicated above. This
terter explans the basis of SLD’s decision The date of ths letter begins the 60-day time
period for appealing this decision to the Federal Communications Commussion (“FCC™).
If your letter of appeal mcluded more than one Apphcation Number, please note that for
cach application for which an appeal 15 subnutted, a separate letter 1s sent

Funding Reguest Number 930836, 930837, 930841, 030843, 942557, 942561
Decision on Appeal Denied in full
Explanation

o In your letter of appeal, you state that your first mailing of the Form 471
certification was on January 20, 2003 You staie that the Form 471 Certification
was mncluded with your item 21 attachments for which a return receipt dated
January 24, 2003 was received by the SLD You agree with the postmark date of
April 16, 2003 as mdicated mn the Outside of Window Letter but state that this was
the second maihng of the certification that was made since your first certification
could not be found at the SLD You are asking SLD to accept your Form 471
Application Certification as received within the window

» Upon thorough review of tus appeal, 1t has been determuned that the SLD did
receive a certified mailing from the applicant which was postmarked on January
20, 2003 However, according to SLD records this package mcluded attachments

Box 125 — Correspondence Unit, 80 South Jefferson Road, Whippany, New lersey 07981
Visitus onlhine ar hftp Zwww si universalservice org
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A through F of 1tem 21 documentation and attachment G, which 1s a free/reduced
lunch report, but did not inclade the Form 471 Cerufication Although hsted on
the contents page, the Form 471 certification was not included and the applicant
has not provided persuasive evidence demonstrating that the Form 471
certification was mcluded in the January 20, 2003 maithng Consequently, the
appeal 1s denied since the first Form 471 certification recerved by SLD was
postmarked on Apnil 16, 2003, which 1s after the close of the Funding Year 2003
filmg window Program rules for Funding Year 2003 require that Form 471
Certifications be postmarked no later than February 6, 2003 n order for the
request to tecerve consideration as mside the window

il you believe there 1s a basis for further examination of your application, you may file an
appeal with the Federal Commumecations Commussion (FCC). You should refer to CC
Docket No 02-6 on the first page of your appeal to the FCC Your appeal must be
RECEIVED BY THE FCC WITHIN 60 DAYS OF THE ABOVE DATE ON THIS
LETTER Failure to meet tlus requirement will result in automatic dismissal of your
appeal Further mformation and options for filing an appeal directly with the FCC can be
found n the “Appeals Procedure” posted m the Reference Area of the SLD web site or by
contacting the Chent Service Burean We strongly recommend that you use etther the e-
mail or fax filing options because of continued substantial delays i mail delivery to the
FCC 1f you are subnmutting your appeal via United States Postal Service, send to: FCC,
Office of the Secretary, 445 12th Street SW, Washington, DC 20554

We thank you for your contimued support, patience, and cooperation dunng the appeal
process

Schools and Libraries Division
Universal Service Admnustrative Company

Box 125 — Correspondence Unit, 80 South Jefferson Road, Whippany, New Jersey (7981
VIsIL us onime at hitp Awww 8! urnversalservice org
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Gerrish-FHiggins School District

Donald E Mick, Superintendent
702 Lake Street, PO Box 825
Roscommon, Michigan 48653

(989) 275-6600

July 3, 2003

Federal Communications Comimission
QOffice of the Secretary

445 — 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

CC Docket No. 02-6

I am the person responsible for making sure that the Gerrish Higgins Schools
superintendent, Donald E Mick, signed the Form 471 Certification on Jan. 20, 2003 and
then making sure that the 3 page form was mailed to the SLD with the Item 21 and Block
4 Attachments.

['have in my file a copy of the Form 471 Certification but not the oniginal because 1t was
sent as stated with the Item 21 and Block 4 Attachments. [ know that it 1s only a copy as
we are instructed to use a Blue ik pen when signing the SLD forms

Signed,

Shay Anderson
Business Manager
Gemmsh Higgins School District




